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them up in. pens, to deprive them of the right of buying land, and then
to turn round upon the very men and charge them with want of qualities
desirable in citizens is a fine game.   If any of these worthy speakers have
travelled beyond the boundary of the district of Zoutpansberg, we might
venture to direct their attention to what they, the Indians, have done
in the way of progressive citizenship in Cape Town, Durban, and other
places where they are allowed some rights.    They have built business
places in each of these towns which would compare favourably with any,
and in building those places, they employed European architects, European
contractors, European builders, bricklayers, carpenters, etc., and some of
these buildings are tenanted also by Europeans.   In one  instance,   we
know a man, a European, who was a tenant for nearly twenty years.   The
Indian landlord never increased the rent during that time.   The tenant
was reduced to poverty and could not pay rent, and the generous-minded
landlord excused payment of rent for, we believe, a number of years,
and would not take proceedings for ejectment. This is fact and no fairy
tale.   We would be pleased even to give the names of the parties to any
bona-fide enquirer.  May we ask whether all this shews lack of good citizen-
ship?   One of the speakers said again that <cthe true solution of the Asiatic
question lay in the application of the maxim, cthe greatest good for the
greatest number'".   We must confess that we are not blind believers in
that maxim; we think that it has worked untold mischief in many cases,
and is yet likely to do so in the history of the world's progress.   But for
the sake of argument, assuming its soundness, let us examine its applica-
tion.  The gentlemen who spoke at the meeting held briefs for the traders.
The crime committed by the Indian is that he competes with them, he
lowers the price of the necessaries of life and, having a fund of patience
at his command, is a better seller, especially to those whose pockets   are
not too full, whether they be Europeans or Natives. Even then, if the Indian
trader is of any disadvantage to the European trader, which we deny,
he is on the whole of great benefit to the largest number of the inhabitants
of the Transvaal and, in proof of that, the very fact that he has to -depend
for his business on the support received from the poor whites, including
the Dutch and the Natives, may be mentioned without fear of any contra-
diction.   And, strangely enough, the meeting itself found it necessary to
establish a provisional White League Committee "for the purpose   of
devising means to discourage trade with the Asiatics". The  drafting of
the constitution has been left in the hands of the Mayor and others.   So
then, we have the Local Board taking sides in a question of this description.
But in arguing about this matter, we know we are beating the air.   To
men steeped in prejudice, an appeal to reason is worse than useless.   We
can only hope that what reason may not accomplish will be accomplished
by the great healer, Time, and the Indian can afford to wait, as justice
is on his side.
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